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NORWOOD PLANNING BOARD 
566 WASHINGTON STREET 

NORWOOD, MA   02062 
 

PLANNING BOARD MINUTES JUNE 10, 2013 
 
Present:   Joseph F. Sheehan, Chairman 
    Paul J. Donohue, Vice-Chairman 
    Ernie Paciorkowski, Clerk 
    Alfred P. Porro Jr. 
    Debbie Holmwood 
    Stephen M. Costello, Town Planner 
    Claire Murphy, Admin Asst 
 
7:00 P.M.  The Norwood Planning Board meeting was called to order by Mr. Sheehan, 
Chairman, in Room 12, Norwood Town Hall. 
 
 
MINOR SITE PLAN REVIEW – CBD SIGNAGE, Broadway Pizza, 75 E. Cottage 
Street 
 
Present: John Mantis, owner Broadway Pizza 
 
Mr. Mantis presented drawings of the new signs they are requesting. Mr. Mantis 
explained that there are two signs, one for the side facing Broadway and one for the 
front facing E. Cottage St. The dimensions are 12’ x 2 ½’ (25 Square feet) for the front; 
the sign facing Broadway will be 15 square feet in size. Both will have the name and 
phone number of the business, and they will be aluminum, framed with vinyl lettering. 
 
Mr. Paciorkowski asked if they would be lit. Mr. Mantis said there would not be any 
lighting on the sign, just lighting coming off the building.  
 
Ms. Holmwood asked if the advertised specials were staying in the windows. Mr. 
Costello noted that they are allowed to use one-third of the window for advertisements. 
Mr. Mantis will remove the specials if that’s what the Board would like. Mr. Costello said 
the pizza sign in the front window completely obscured the view and Mr. Mantis said 
that this was a transparent sign. Mr. Costello said that it was not allowed. 
 
Ms. Holmwood asked if the vinyl letters would hold up to the weather. The sign 
company will replace the sign if there is any problem.  
 
MOTION made by Mr. Donohue to approve the sign request for Broadway Pizza, 75 E. 
Cottage Street conditional on the removal of the transparent pizza sign on the front of 
the building, seconded by Mr. Paciorkowski 
 
VOTE  5-0 motion passed 
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MINOR SITE PLAN REVIEW – CBD SIGNAGE, Salon 599, 599 Washington Street 
 
Present:   Dennis Nicholas, applicant 
 
Mr. Nicholas said that they took over the salon on April 3, 2013, not knowing that the 
temporary sign had to be done right away. Mr. Nicholas said that they just want to go 
ahead with the original sign that was already approved by the Board. Mr. Nicholas 
presented a drawing with two options, the first option reflects the original approved sign 
and option two has smaller lettering.  
 
Mr. Nicholas stated that the salon has street visibility, so the only advertising is the sign. 
The sign has a black background with gold vinyl letters. Mr. Nicholas noted that the 
other two signs of the businesses abutting him should be replaced but he doesn’t know 
when or if they will be.  
 
Mr. Nicholas would like the Board to approve the first option because it makes the store 
look much better and it can be seen but he will go along with the Board’s decision. 
 
Ms. Holmwood said that she’s all for stores to stay in business and noted that Mr. 
Costello has worked hard trying to get the downtown to look upscale. 
 
Mr. Costello said that there was no historical preservation issue and he favored option 
two with the smaller letters. 
 
MOTION made by Mr. Porro to approve Option Two for Salon 599, 599 Washington 
Street, seconded by Mr. Paciorkowski 
 
VOTE 5-0 motion passed 
 
 
CON’T PUBLIC HEARING – ADEQUATE ACCESS, 63 Cherrywood Drive 
 
Mr. Sheehan noted that the applicants for 63 Cherrywood Drive were not present and 
read into the record a letter from Paul Cutler, Landmark Engineering, dated June 7, 
2013 requesting an extension until June 24, 2013.  Mr. Sheehan also read a letter from 
Mark Ryan, Director of DPW and Town Engineer dated June 7, 2013 stating that he is 
satisfied with a paved 20 ft. roadway.  
 
MOTION made by Mr. Donohue to continue the public hearing for Adequate Access, 63 
Cherrywood Drive until June 24, 2013 at 8:00 P.M., seconded by Mr. Paciorkowski 
 
Ms. Holmwood said that she walked the area and had come questions. Ms. Holmwood 
said that only three houses would be using the street and a 20 ft. road is an enormous 
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road for the area to be served.  Mr. Costello pointed out under 3.6.2 Standards of 
Adequacy of the Subdivision Rules and Regulations states that ways shall normally be 
considered to provide adequate access to proposed lots not constituting a subdivision 
only if having paved at least 20 ft., 150 ft. stopping distance, drainage assuring 
uninterrupted access and other design and construction features which, in the judgment 
of the Planning Board, similarly provide for basic movement and safety. Mr. Costello 
noted that a 20 ft. paved roadway is an established standard and employed when the 
Board is determining whether access is adequate to existing lots on “paper” streets. 
 
Mr. Costello said that there was a possible option of offsetting the road within the right-
0of-way thereby giving Inez Stein more front lawn. Mr. Paciorkowski suggested 
reducing the sidewalk from 5’ to 4’ and narrowing the planting strip to 2’. Mr. Sheehan 
agreed with this suggestion noting everyone deserves a paved street. 
 
Motion Mr. Sheehan asked for a vote to inform the project engineer to proceed with a 
plan showing a 20 ft paved width that’s offset within the right-of-way with a 4’ sidewalk 
and landscaping strip on the opposite side of the sidewalk. Motion made by Mr. 
Donohue; seconded by Mr. Porro.    
 
VOTE  5-0 in favor  
 
 
BROOKVIEW LANE (Union Street) 
 
Mr. Costello explained that he had been talking to Mr. Quinones about property he owns 
on Union Street. Mr. Quinones would like to build a 4-lot subdivision to be called 
Brookview Lane. Mr. Costello said that Mr. Quinones is designing the plan now and will 
be coming before the Board with a preliminary plan in the next few weeks.  
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Costello gave an overview of some projects that will be coming before the Planning 
Board. The Board discussed the upcoming meeting regarding the new Department of 
Public Works building.  
 
Mr. Costello also noted that there will be a Housing Production Plan Workshop on 
Thursday, June 27th and asked the Board for their support and approval to send a letter 
inviting Town officials and the public to this workshop. 
 
MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to support and approve the invitation to the 
Housing Production Plan Workshop on June 27th seconded by Mr. Donohue 
 
VOTE  5-0 motion passed 
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Ms. Holmwood wanted to know where the housing numbers came from for the 5.7% 
subsidized housing for Norwood.  Mr. Costello said that the count came from DHCD. 
Ms. Holmwood said that she has been talking to Rep. John Rogers and he doesn’t 
know where the properties listed on DHCD’s Subsidized Housing Inventory as 
“confidential” are located; neither does Mr. Costello.  Discussion ensued.  
 
Mr. Costello updated the Board on the Vanderbilt Strategic Plan and the one million 
dollar grant application he is preparing in concert with the Town Manager and Supt. of 
the DPW. The application process is very competitive and Mr. Costello has obtained 
funding from three Vanderbilt property owners to hire a consultant to assist the Town 
with the application. The Town has hired the firm of Steve Cecil and Associates to assist 
with the grant application which will be submitted in early September.  
 
Mr. Donohue asked about the letter that was received from Doug and Mary Wigandt, 27 
Fortune Drive, concerning issues that need attention around the Talbot Farms retention 
pond and 3 very large pine trees at the rear of their property that are severely 
damaged.Mr. Costello noted that it was time to talk to Mr. Petrozzi and have him wrap 
up the Talbot Farms Subdivision. The Board is still holding onto a $100,000 bond. Mr. 
Costello will contact Mr. Petrozzi for a completion schedule for the next meeting.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION made by Mr. Donohue to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Porro 
 
VOTE  5-0 motion passed 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


